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Meeting Agenda
● AMI Presentation
● Setting Up LeetCode
● Problems
● Pizza!

Attendance:



Arizona 
Microcredit 
Initiative



Join HKD Discord:



Setting Up HackerRank
● https://leetcode.com
● Create an account if you don’t have one

https://leetcode.com


Warm-Up: Compare the Triplets

https://www.hackerrank.com/challenges/compare-the-triplets/problem?isFullScreen=true

● Read the description of the problem on Hackerrank

Start

https://www.hackerrank.com/challenges/compare-the-triplets/problem?isFullScreen=true


Warm-Up: Compare the Triplets (explaining the problem)
● The input consists of two arrays of integers:

○ One array contains 3 ratings for different aspects of Alice’s problem
○ The other array contains 3 ratings for the same aspects of Bob’s problem

● The task is to give a score to Alice and a score Bob based on who got a higher 
rating in each aspect of the problem

● The scores of Alice and Bob are returned by the function in a third array 
containing of 2 integers (each integer representing a score)

BUT WAIT! We need to learn about List<>s first



Warm-Up: Compare the Triplets (List<>s explained)
● List<> is what is called a generic type in the Java Collections Framework
● We don’t need to dive much into details, but here is what you need to know for 

this problem:
○ A List<> object is an ordered sequence of elements (basically an array)
○ To initialize an object with this type, consisting of integer elements, named NewList:

■ List<Integer> NewList = new ArrayList<Integer>();
○ To add a new number, say 1, to NewList:

■ NewList.add(1);
○ To obtain an element from NewList at a certain index(eg.3):

■ element = NewList.get(3);
○ To replace a number at that index with another number:

■ NewList.set(3, 6);

This is similar to 
element = arr[3]
When you’re getting an 
element from an array



Warm-Up: Compare the Triplets (List<>s explained)
ALSO, 

Bear in mind that Lists<> when initialized are empty, so you have to populate them 
using the .add(n) method (where n is an integer)

Ps. if you want to learn more about lists in Java: 
https://www.geeksforgeeks.org/java/initializing-a-list-in-java/

Good Luck!

https://www.geeksforgeeks.org/java/initializing-a-list-in-java/


Warm-Up: Compare the Triplets (Solution Steps)

We will run the solution on this test case.



Warm-Up: Compare the Triplets (Solution Steps)

First of all, let’s declare, initialize, and populate the List that we will 
return at the end of the function.

We populated it with 2 elements according to the problem description. The first 
element represents Alice’s score, and the second element represents Bob’s score



Warm-Up: Compare the Triplets (Solution Steps)
These are the overall steps of the solution in plain English:



Warm-Up: Compare the Triplets (Solution Steps)
We will use a for loop, with an index (i) that starts at zero and ends 
before 3 (at 2), since we have 3 elements



Warm-Up: Compare the Triplets (Solution Steps)



Warm-Up: Compare the Triplets (Solution Steps)



Warm-Up: Compare the Triplets (Solution Steps)



Warm-Up: Compare the Triplets (Final Solution)



Problem 1: Birthday Cake Candles
https://www.hackerrank.com/challenges/birthday-cake-candles/problem?isFullScreen=true

Look at the candles on the right. How many candles
are the tallest? When looking left to right, were they 
always the tallest candles?

You can use candles.get(index) to find a specific
candle in the List.

Template Code for for loop:

https://www.hackerrank.com/challenges/birthday-cake-candles/problem?isFullScreen=true


Problem 1: Birthday Cake Candles
What information is needed to solve this problem?
● Height of the tallest candle
● Number of times that height appears in the list

We can acquire this information with for loops:
● One to get the tallest candle                                             For loop template:
● One to get the number of times it appears

Can we get this information with just one for loop?



A single for loop can solve this 
solution too! Just remember to 
reset the count of the tallest 
candle back to 1 when a new 
tallest candle is found.

Problem 1 Solution



PIZZA TIME!!!!


